Indian Residential School Initiatives – 
Munsee-Delaware Nation
Walking Together in Truth, Healing, and Community
The Indian Residential School Team at Munsee-Delaware Nation works alongside Survivors, Intergenerational Survivors, families, and community members to support healing, remembrance, cultural connection, and shared learning.

Guided by the voices and experiences of Survivors, this work creates opportunities for community members to gather, reflect on history, share knowledge, and support one another as we continue the journey of healing together.

Through community engagement, cultural teachings, research initiatives, and remembrance efforts, the team works to honour Survivors, acknowledge the children who never returned home, and strengthen understanding of the lasting impacts of the Residential School system within our Nation.

This work is supported through both provincial and federal initiatives that help communities lead programs focused on healing, truth‑telling, and community engagement.

Together, we continue to move forward in a good way — guided by community voices, culture, and shared knowledge.

Our Purpose
The purpose of the Indian Residential School initiatives at Munsee‑Delaware Nation is to support the community in meaningful ways that encourage:

• Healing and reflection  
• Community learning and dialogue  
• Cultural connection and traditional teachings  
• Intergenerational understanding and support  
• Remembrance and honouring those affected by Residential Schools  

These efforts help strengthen awareness of the Residential School legacy while creating opportunities for the community to come together in ways that support healing and understanding.

Our Approach to Community Engagement
Healing and learning are ongoing journeys. Our approach focuses on creating safe, respectful, and welcoming spaces where community members can gather and support one another.

Community initiatives may involve:

• Gatherings that encourage healing and reflection  
• Cultural teachings and traditional knowledge sharing  
• Educational discussions and storytelling  
• Opportunities for intergenerational learning  
• Remembrance and commemorative initiatives  
• Community wellness and connection  

Programming continues to evolve as new opportunities arise and as the community shares ideas, guidance, and knowledge.

Community Knowledge & Survivor Voices
Survivors and community members hold important knowledge and experiences that guide this work.

Creating space for storytelling, teachings, and shared learning helps ensure that the history and impacts of Residential Schools are understood while strengthening cultural identity and resilience for future generations.

The IRS Team supports opportunities for community members to share culture, language, teachings, and lived experiences whenever possible.

Community Gatherings & Shared Spaces
Community gatherings are an important part of supporting healing, learning, and connection within Munsee‑Delaware Nation. Throughout the year, the Indian Residential School Team helps create opportunities for community members to come together in respectful and welcoming spaces.

These gatherings may include opportunities for reflection, storytelling, cultural teachings, community dialogue, and shared learning. Each gathering is guided by the voices and experiences of Survivors and community members, helping ensure that the work continues to reflect the needs and priorities of our Nation.

As the program continues to grow, new ideas and opportunities will continue to emerge through community guidance and participation.

Our Team
Raquel Hilliker – Indian Residential School Community Engagement Coordinator
Raquel works with Survivors, families, and community members to support initiatives that encourage healing, learning, and cultural connection. Her role focuses on coordinating community gatherings, engagement opportunities, and initiatives that create space for reflection, dialogue, and cultural sharing.

This position is supported through the Government of Ontario’s Indian Residential School Community Engagement Fund (IRSCEF).

Deb Richter – Research Coordinator, Bringing Our Children Home
Deb supports research and knowledge‑gathering initiatives related to the history and impacts of Residential Schools affecting our community. Her work helps support efforts connected to the Bringing Our Children Home initiative and other projects that document and preserve knowledge connected to Survivors and the experiences of our community.

This position is supported through federal funding dedicated to Residential School research and commemoration initiatives.

Working Together with Community
Community participation is an important part of this work.

The IRS Team welcomes ideas, teachings, and involvement from:

• Survivors and Intergenerational Survivors  
• Elders and Knowledge Holders  
• Youth and families  
• Community members interested in sharing culture, language, or experiences  

By working together, we continue to strengthen opportunities for healing, learning, and cultural connection within Munsee‑Delaware Nation.

About the Program
The Indian Residential School initiatives at Munsee‑Delaware Nation are supported through both provincial and federal funding programs that assist First Nations communities in addressing the impacts of the Residential School system.

Provincial Support – Community Engagement  
Community programming and engagement initiatives are supported through the Government of Ontario’s Indian Residential School Community Engagement Fund (IRSCEF). This program provides resources to First Nations communities to support gatherings, learning opportunities, cultural teachings, and community initiatives that encourage healing and dialogue related to the legacy of Residential Schools.

Federal Support – Research & Knowledge Gathering  
Research initiatives connected to the history and impacts of Residential Schools are supported through federal funding dedicated to research and commemoration efforts, including work connected to the Bringing Our Children Home initiative.

Together, these initiatives help Munsee‑Delaware Nation continue the important work of truth, remembrance, healing, and community connection.

Contact
Raquel Hilliker  
Indian Residential School Community Engagement Coordinator  
Email: irscec@munsee.ca  
Phone: 519‑289‑5396 ext. 206

Deb Richter  
Research Coordinator – Bringing Our Children Home  
Email: debbie@munsee.ca  
Phone: 519‑289‑5396 ext. 202

